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training calendar:

April 3-4, 2004

July 17-18, 2004

Oct. 23-24, 2004

2004 Outside Instructors

As part of our commitment to bring our students the very best training available anywhere in the world,
we have contracted with some of the finest trainersin the industry for 2004. Mark these dates on your

March 19-21, 2004 Friday evening through Sunday, Steve Silverman,
Firearms Research & Instruction, Advanced Defensive Handgun

Friday evening through Sunday, John Farnam,
Defense Training International Advanced Handgun

Saturday—Sunday, Jeff Gonzales
Trident Concepts, Combative Pistol Concepts

Sept. 11-12, 2004  Saturday-Sunday, Chuck Taylor
AASA, Advanced Defensive Handgun

Saturday-Sunday, Gabe Suarez
Suarez International, Close Range Gunfighting

RANGE e MASTER

Rangemaster
Combative
Pistol Course

This two-day weekend course covers all of
the essential skills involved in fighting with a
pistol. In two full days on the range, students
learn gunhandling techniques designed to
work under stress, learn to shoot quickly but
accurately, learn to move fluidly while deliv-
ering accurate fire, learn proven dim light fir-
ing techniques, and much more. Each stu-
dent will expend approximately 800 rounds
of ammunition. Tuition is only $299.00.

Some coming dates for this class:

Oct. 18-19, 2003, Clarksville, TN

Nov. 15-16, 2003, Tyler, Texas

Jan. 17-18, 2004, Rangemaster, Memphis

Jan. 24-25,2004, Marcus Hook, PA
(Philadelphia area)

“The
pursult of
excellence
IS ItsS own

reward.”
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Doctrine, Dogma, Dinosaurs, and Dilettantes
by Tom Givens

In recent years, the number of people who offer “defensive” or “tactical”
firearms training has literally exploded. Twenty years ago, there were
maybe five or six private sector trainers who actually did firearms instruc-
tion full time for a living. Now, there must be a hundred or more, plus
scores more who have a day job and do training on a part-time basis.
Many of these are competition shooters, with no experience away from the
range, while others took a class or two from someone else and decided it
would be neat to be an instructor. Since defensive firearms training can ac- ;
tually be called upon to save your life in a crisis, | suggest you choose your mstructors Wlsely

This sudden huge growth in the training industry has caused one problem in particular. Many
trainers perceive the customer base to be somewhat limited, and feel they must have a
“competitive edge” over the other instructors who share the same pool of potential students. This
leads to constant development of newer, more different, and “flashier” techniques, often named
after their promoters. Don’t get me wrong—I have nothing against experimentation or innovation.
| certainly don’t teach the same exact techniques | taught twenty years ago. | have added some
techniques | simply did not know about twenty years ago. | have not, however, abandoned tested,
combat proven techniques just to be “cutting edge”.

Those of us who continue to use time tested basic methodologies as the basis for our training
have lately been labeled as “dogmatic, doctrine driven dinosaurs” by some of the newcomers. |
looked up those words in my dictionary. Mea culpa. Here’s what | found in my dictionary:

DOCTRINE- 1. a particular principle taught or advocated/ 2. that which is taught, teachings collec-
tively/ 3. a body or system of teaching relating to a particular subject

DOGMA- 1. a system of principles or tenets, as of a church/ 2. a tenet or doctrine authoritatively
laid down/ 3. prescribed doctrine/ 4. a settled opinion, a belief, a principle

DILETTANTE- one who pursues an art or science desultorily, or merely for amusement; a dabbler

So, without Doctrine, what is a school? A training program without a core doctrine is just a mish-
mash of techniques that may or may not work together, or at all. Doctrine is developed over time,
after much study, practice, evaluation, and validation. Doctrine is the heart of any skill training.

Without Dogma, what we have is an instructor who is guessing at what works or what is best. “A
tenet or doctrine authoritatively laid down” implies that the material has withstood the tests of time
and of conflict, and can be confidently said to work.

This leads me to think of many of these “post-modern” trainers as dilettantes. They play at com-
bat training, constantly inventing new techniques that have never been tested in combat, and
cheerfully sell them to the unwary. When my life is at stake, I'll stick with Dogmatic, Doctrine
Driven Dinosaurs rather than Dilettantes.
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The opening page of our website,
rangemaster.com, now features a photo
gallery. Just click on the* Photo Gallery”
and you'll find fourteen photos from
various Rangemaster activities, with
detailed captions.

Add Another Trainer to the
2004 Tactical Conference

Alan Brosnan is the founder and director of the Tactical Explosive Entry School
(TEES), a world renowned training organization specializing in explosive breaching
and SWAT technigues and training for police and anti-terror organizations. Alan and
his associate, Max Joseph, spend so much time training in South America that they
built a large modern complex in Brazil, where they conduct a lot of their training.
Alan goes along with the troops on actual missions in the crime infested slums of
Brazil with his trainees, in places that make the worst ghettoes in America look like
quiet suburbs.

2

Several years ago Alan and Max began teaching Position Sul (Portugese for
South) to entry teams conducting raids on drug gangs and terrorists in Brazil. At the
2004 Tactical Conference (28-29 Feb 04 at Rangemaster), Alan will lecture on the
history, development, and field application of Position Sul. Here is a chance to get
the straight info on a widely misunderstood and very useful technique for close
guarters tactical maneuvering. This in addition to all of the other world class trainers
who will be delivering lectures and seminars during this event. Register now to
avoid disappointment.




