
         Tactical Talk 
 

“After a shooting spree, 
they always want to take 
the guns away from the 
people who didn't do it. I 

sure as hell wouldn't 
want to live in a society 
where the only people 

allowed guns are the po-
lice and the military.” 

 

 -- William Burroughs   
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Instructor MilestoneInstructor Milestone  
 
Recently, Rangemaster Instructor Craig Harper was honored at one 
of our staff in-service training meetings. Craig was recognized for 
having completed ten years’ service as an instructor here at Range-
master, having trained literally thousands of students in that time. 

Craig is a lead instructor for Level I courses. Harper has taken nu-
merous private sector training courses in tactical firearms use, as 
well as firearms instructor certification courses and training in related 
topics. He has graduated from Rangemaster Level I-V handgun 
courses, Defensive Shotgun Course, Urban Carbine Course, Fire-
arms Instructor Development Course, Advanced Instructor Course, 
and others, plus training from diverse guest trainers including John 
Farnam ,Gabe Suarez, Jeff Gonzales, Jim Higginbotham, and others.  
 
Some of Craig’s instructor certifications include: 
♦ NRA Certified Instructor in Pistol, Rifle, Home Safety, and Per-

sonal Protection  
♦ Fox Labs OC Instructor  
♦ State of Tennessee Certified Handgun Instructor 
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Shooting  Incidents:  Common 
Factors Among Different Groups 

 
FBI Agent Involved Shootings, 1989-1994 
Average 20-30 shootings per year, typically in plain civilian clothing 
FBI agents don’t do patrol work, don’t police bars, don’t answer domestic disturbance calls—
their shootings closely parallel those of private citizens. 
Roughly one half of FBI involved shootings occur because of a criminal attempting to rob or as-
sault what they think is a private citizen, who turns out to be an FBI agent. 
92% occurred at 6-10 feet- conversational distances = confrontational distances! 
Average rounds fired=  3.2  The first few shots often dictate the outcome of the fight. 
At 21-50 feet the average number of rounds fired jumped to 6.36. This is a timing issue. As the 
target becomes smaller or further away, you must slow down a bit to refine the sight picture and 
trigger control. This degree of control only comes with practice! 
 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Discharge Report, 2007 
56 incidents in which shots were fired 
12 were accidental discharges, usually during cleaning (clear your gun first!) 
Of the 44 defensive shootings: 
Average distance was 14.6 feet (about the length of a compact car). 
Average number of shots fired  5. 
 
Rangemaster Student Involved Shootings 
56 incidents to date. Of these, 10 were selected for a presentation at the 2010 Tactical Confer-
ence. Of those ten representative shootings: 
5 of 10 involved an armed robbery by one or two suspects; 
3 occurred on mall parking lots, only one occurred in home; 
In all but one, the range was inside the length of a large car/SUV; 
4 out of 10 incidents involved 2 or more suspects; 
Average number of shots fired  3.8  (low-1, high-11). 
 
Common Threads: 

♦ FBI: 6-10 feet/DEA: 14.6 feet/ Rangemaster: 4-15 feet/ 1 car length (My vehicle is 18.4’ 
long)  

♦ Plain clothing, gun concealed, need fast concealed access. Practice your presentation. 
♦ High probability of more than one assailant. 
♦ Most occur in public areas, parking lots, malls, NOT at home.  WEAR YOUR GUN! 
♦ Exceptions occur, and you must be prepared to cope with them. For instance, in 3 of the 

56 shootings as of Dec, 2010, students had to engage at 15-22 yards. You may have to 
shoot very quickly at very close range, or more precisely at an extended range. You 
must have both skill sets.  Different skills are required for high-speed shooting at close 
range and deliberate, precise fire at extended distances. 



 

$19.95 

$19.95 
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New Product I Like 
 

I met a relatively new holster-maker last year at the Mid-Atlantic Tactical Conference in 
Virginia. His name was Bobby Mac, and he had a variety of very well thought out and 
executed holsters for various small revolvers.  

 

Since then Bobby was kind 
enough to send me a hide-out 
holster for my favorite snubby, a 
Colt Cobra, and a new gun belt 
for my wife. The holster is an ex-
cellent low profile inside waist-
band holster (IWB), constructed 
of very thin but strong leather. 
The integral, folded over belt loop 
is positioned behind the cylinder, 
greatly reducing the bulk of the 
little rig. Quality of workmanship 
and materials is outstanding. 
Lynn’s belt is a double thickness 
1.5” belt, which is beautifully fin-
ished. It supports a full size M&P 
and two spare magazines, dis-
tributing the weight all around the 
waist for comfort. This is profes-
sional grade gear at its best. 

 
For more information contact info@bobmacs.com 
or contact Bobby at P.O. Box 564, Chelmsford, 
MA, 01863, or call 646-926-2622. 
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RANGEMASTER 
2611 S. Mendenhall Rd. 
Memphis, TN  38115-1503 

Phone: 901-370-5600 
Fax: 901-370-5699 
Email: rangemaster.tom@gmail  
Please note new e-mail address! 

www.rangemaster.com 

Qualification NightQualification Night  
  

Monday, June 6th, 6:00—10:00 p.m. 
 

Have you ever wondered how your skills with the handgun compare to those 
of professional law enforcement agencies? Here’s your chance to find out. On 
Monday, June 6th, at 6pm, we will fire 3 law enforcement qualification courses. 
These will be the current qualification standards for the Memphis Police De-
partment, the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, and the FBI.  You will need 160 
rounds of jacketed handgun ammunition, your pis-
tol, holster, and three magazines for autos, or two 
speedloaders for revolvers. 
 
Participation is limited to 20 students. Each will get 
a form showing the courses of fire and your 
scores, which you can put in your permanent train-
ing record. Cost is only $49.00. Call 901-370-5600 
to register. 
 


