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If ’m looking through my black rear sight and can
see orange/red, my sights are plenty well lined up

for a fast shot...”
- Tom Givens

|-I P E D M I N E Firearms Instructor Course

(Law Enforcement Only)
South Dakota

Combative Pistol |
White Hall, AR

Pistol Instructor Course
Hot Springs, AR

Intensive Pistol Skills
Franklin, TN

Defensive Shotgun
Franklin, TN

Pistol Instructor Course
Xenia, OH

Shotgun Instructor Course
Dallas, TX
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ere is a recent acquisition
I’m very happy with. This
started as a K-38, Model 14

with six-inch barrel. The barrel was cut to
five inches, recrowned and front sight
reinstalled. I pulled the Target trigger and
hammer. I replaced them with a smooth
“combat” trigger and a standard hammer
with the spur trimmed just a little. The K-
38 has a fairly heavy barrel and rib, and at
five inches it seems to balance just right. I
added an ancient pair of Rogers stocks
with the finger grooves removed, and this
wheelgun is just right. |

— Tom

here is more to properly using a serious

social shotgun than most people realize. For
one thing, ammunition selection is critical. Check
out the targets to the right.

Slugs were fired offhand, from 25 yards, in my
Beretta 1301. The slugs in the “T” in the head are
exactly where they were aimed. Four rounds of
Winchester Ranger Low Recoil one-ounce slugs,
with three in one hole and one very slightly out.
The group below that was Fiocchi 7/8 ounce
Three-Gun coated slugs. Same distance, same
gun, same shooter, same point of aim. Impact is
several inches low. You can’t just buy what’s on
sale and expect it to hit to the sights.

The buckshot target shows the pattern of four
rounds of Fiocchi 00 Buck, 3-Gun 9 pellet load,
1250 fps, at 15 yards. Right on point of aim, good
solid pattern. This also from my 1301.

Same trip, shot my 1928 vintage Remington
Model 11 riot gun. Cycles flawlessly with Federal
low recoil 8 pellet Flite-Control 00 but won’t
cycle reliably with Federal low recoil #1 buck
with Flite Control. Why? No idea. This is why
you have to test fire, pattern, and check out any
load you consider for defensive use in your
House Howitzer. B
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internet ammunition retailer. He is set up for ammo testing and has
done an exhaustive series of tests on defensive pistol and revolver
ammunition, which can be seen on Lucky Gunner’s website.

O ur good friend and colleague Chris Baker works at Lucky Gunner, an

Recently, | asked Chris to acquire and test some of Federal’s new short
shotgun shells. | have been getting inquiries about these in shotgun class, so |
wanted Chris to get me some real input on them, which he obliged. His
comments are below. Thanks, Chris!

- Tom

Shorty Shotgun Shells

ot an update for you on this. I tried some of the
Federal Shorty Slugs as well as the #8 shot

(Federal has advertised a #4 buck option as well
but I haven't seen that for sale yet).

They will feed in the 870 if you run the action
vigorously enough and keep the gun in a horizontal
orientation. If you fail to do either of those things, the
spent shell will not fully eject, and you end up with a
stovepipe-style failure (see photo to the right). Port
loading was also hit or miss with the shorty shells. I'm
not exactly sure what was going on with that because |
had trouble duplicating the issue intentionally, but when
I tried loading through the port, the shells didn't always
want to chamber on the first try.

I also tried some with the Beretta 1301 and that was a
definite no-go. When a shell is supposed to be released
onto the lifter from the tube, the shorty shells are short

enough that two shells end up on the carrier (see photo to
the left). Un-f*cking the action from that kind of stoppage
is tedious, to say the least, so I wasn't very motivated to
experiment further. Port loading with the 1301 did seem to
work okay for what it's worth, but it had the same issues
with ejection as the 870.

I clocked the velocity from the 1 oz slugs at 1076 fps from
the 14-inch 870 barrel and 1150 fps from the 18-inch 1301
barrel. That's about the same as several of the common 2
3/4" reduced recoil slugs, and the recoil seemed
comparable to me. So being able to cram more shells in the
tube (I could fit seven in the 870 tube with a +1 extension)
seems to be the only supposed benefit of this ammo.

There is a mini shell adapter available for the Mossberg
500/590 that is supposed to make these shells feed correctly
but we don't have a Mossberg on hand to test that out. If
you happen to see one of those in action, I'd love to hear
about it.

Chris Baker
LuckyGunner.com
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® of hroughout 2019, we will be running a Drill of the Month in each
D 'l l l the edition of the newsletter. The goal is help motivate folks to get to
the range and actually shoot their defensive weapons, and to have some

fun in the process.
Month:

Each month we’ll post a drill or a short course of fire. You are
encouraged to go to the range, shoot the drill, then post your thoughts and

! _ a photo of your target on the Rangemaster Facebook page. Get out there
l V e ec O n and shoot your carry gear!

Standards Five-Second Standards

The target you’ll need for this drill is a B-8 repair center (the FBI-IP1
bullseye or the bullseye on an LTT target could also work). This drill was
designed so it can be shot with any handgun that holds at least five
rounds, including a J-frame. It is meant to be shot from concealment,
with everyday carry gear.

5yds  Draw from concealment (both hands), fire 5 rounds (5 secs)
From the ready, dominant hand only, fire 5 rounds (5 secs)
From the ready, non-dominant hand only, fire 5 rounds (5 secs)

10 yds From the ready (both hands), fire 5 rounds (5 secs)

20 rounds total, 200 points possible, goal is a clean 200 under the time
limits. Irecently shot this drill a few times in a practice session with my
Glock 17 and wound up with 198s and 199s. After a few tries, I finally
shot a perfect 200 score. Give this drill a try and let’s see your results.
Good luck! m

he 2020 Rangemaster Tactical
Conference will be conducted on
March 27-29, 2020, at the

excellent facilities of the Dallas Pistol
Club in Carrollton, Texas.

The Dallas Pistol Club is a very nice
facility with multiple ranges and
permanent buildings with real
restrooms. Both the DFW airport and
Love Field are 15-20 minutes from the
range, and there are numerous hotels
and restaurants 15 minutes away in the

Galleria areca of Addison, TX. There
are also hotels and eateries five to ten H
minutes away in Carrollton. WWw. T db E on.in f 0

As always, there will be live-fire

training with handgun and shotgun; will include Massad Ayoob, John Go to www.TacCon.info to learn more
hands on training in empty hands Farnam, Tom Givens, Southnarc, Gabe  and register. Don’t delay! Every year
skills, impact weapons, OC, and White, Chris Cerino, Scott “Jedi” this event sells out four to five months
medical skills; and classroom training Jedlinski, Wayne Dobbs, Darryl Bolke,  in advance. One third of the available
on a variety of topics including legal Karl Rehn, and many more. There will tickets sold in the first two weeks after
issues, personal tactics, historical be a Standards Match on turning the registration went live. Once the
information and much more. All of the  targets, plus a one-on-one tournament tickets are gone, that’s it until the next
usual suspects will be teaching, plus for the top scorers. Nowhere else can year. H

several trainers who will be presenting  you find this abundance of training

at Tac Con for the first time. Trainers and trainers in one venue.

© Rangemaster Firearms Training Services, LLC
1808 James L. Redman Parkway, #226 « Plant City, FL, 33563  901.590.6226 « www.rangemaster.com
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